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NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of Strategy and Resources Committee held at Virtual - Online 
meeting on Monday, 4th May, 2020 at 10.00 am 
 
PRESENT: Members: 

 
 Councillor Worden (Chair) 

 
 Councillors Barker, Lane, Leaver, Lofthouse, Patrinos, Pearson, 

Prowse, L. Spear, Wilkinson and Yabsley 
 

 Officers: 
 

 Chief Executive, Head of Resources, Senior Solicitor/Monitoring 
Officer, Service Lead - Environmental Protection, Customer and 
Corporate Services Manager, Contracts Delivery Manager, Business 
Information Systems Manager, Head of Environmental Health and 
Housing, Head of Place and Project and Procurement Officer 
 

 Also Present: 
 

 Councillors Biederman, Davies, Gubb, Knight, Ley, Mackie, Saxby, 
D. Spear, Tucker, Walker and York 

   
 

119.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

There were no apologies for absence received. 

120.   TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING HELD ON 2ND MARCH 2020 (ATTACHED). 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 2 March 2020 
(circulated previously) be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the Chair. 

121.   ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD WHICH IN THE OPINION OF THE 
CHAIR SHOULD BE CONSIDERED BY THE MEETING AS A 
MATTER OF URGENCY. 
 

(a) Selaine Saxby MP Update 
 
Councillor Saxby in her capacity as MP for North Devon addressed the Committee.  
She advised the Committee that the Government was working hard to protect 
everyone’s health and supporting businesses.  The provision of grants to businesses 
was positive.  She invited anyone to get in contact with her if they required any help. 

122.   DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
 

The following declarations of interest were announced: 

Public Document Pack
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Councillor D. Spear Item 6: Personal interest as a Braunton Parish 

Councillor 
 

Councillor L. Spear Item 6: Personal interest as a Braunton Parish 
Councillor 

  

123.   DISPOSAL OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE, BRAUNTON 
 

The Committee considered a report by the Project, Procurement and Open Space 
Officer (circulated previously) regarding the disposal of public open space to 
Braunton Parish Council. 
 
The Project, Procurement and Open Space Officer highlighted the following issues: 
 

 Proposed site for adoption by Braunton Parish Council as detailed in 
Appendix 1.  The area of land outlined in red was owned by North Devon 
Council.  The area of land outlined in blue was currently owned by Tescos 
however North Devon Council maintained the land. 

 Braunton Parish Council had approached North Devon Council to request the 
transfer of the public open space within North Devon Council’s control. 

 North Devon Council had engaged with Tesco Superstores regarding the 
completion of the transfer of public open space. 

 
Councillor L. Spear re-declared a personal interest in the item as the Chair of 
Braunton Parish Council. 
 
In response to questions, the Project, Procurement and Open Space Officer advised 
that Tescos Superstores had stopped engaging with North Devon Council 
approximately 12 months ago.  In October 2019, North Devon Council sought 
Tescos view on transferring the Public Open Space directly to Braunton Parish 
Council rather than NDC.  This request was acknowledged and NDC were advised 
that they would take instruction, however no reply had been received.  If Tescos 
were not prepared to engage with NDC then the Council would have no other option 
but to stop maintaining the open space in Tesco ownership and could pay back the 
remaining unspent Section 106 revenue contribution.   
 
RESOLVED: 
 
(a) That the placing of a statutory advertisement under section 123 of the 

Local Government Act 1972, for the disposal of land to Braunton 
Parish Council, at a nil value for the benefit of the environmental and 
social wellbeing of the community be approved, for: 
 

 (i) Land known as Bats Meadow and associated open space, 
Braunton, and show as red on the Plan as detailed in Appendix 
1; 
 

 (ii) Land in the ownership of Tesco, Braunton subject to a public 
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open space adoption by NDC, shown as blue on the plan as 
detailed in Appendix 1; 
 

(b) That the Chief Financial Officer be delegated authority to consider the 
responses received, and make a decision based on that consideration 
whether or not to proceed with and carry out that disposal. 

124.   APPROVAL AND RELEASE OF SECTION 106 PUBLIC OPEN 
SPACE FUNDS - CHULMLEIGH AND HEASLEY MILL 
 

The Committee considered a report by the Project, Procurement and Open Space 
Officer (circulated previously) regarding the approval and release of section 106 
public open space funds towards projects in Chulmleigh and Heasley Mill. 
 
The Project, Procurement and Open Space Officer highlighted the following: 
 

 Enhancement of the playing field car park at Chulmleigh as detailed in 
paragraph 4.1 of the report. 

 Improvements to the car park and picnic area at Heasley Mill Village Hall as 
detailed in paragraph 4.2 of the report.  Funding of £2,000 was required to 
meet the funding shortfall.  The Ward Member was in support of this project. 

 
Councillor Davies addressed the Committee as Ward Member for Chulmleigh and 
was in support of the project to enhance the Playing Field car park. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
(a) That £18,500 be allocated to Chulmleigh Parish Council towards the 

enhancement of the Playing Field car park; 
 

(b) That £2,000 be allocated to Heasley Mill Village Hall Management 
Committee towards the cost of the refurbishment of the village car 
park and picnic area; 
 

RECOMMENDED: 
 
(c) That Council vary the Capital Programme by £20,500 and that funds 

be released, subject to a Funding Agreement upon such terms and 
conditions as may be agreed by the Senior Solicitor, for external 
projects. 

125.   APPROVAL AND RELEASE OF SECTION 106 FUNDS, SOUTH 
MOLTON 
 

The Committee considered a report by the Project, Procurement and Open Space 
Officer (circulated previously) regarding the approval and release of section 106 
funds towards a project within South Molton. 
 
The Project, Procurement and Open Space Officer advised of a typographical error 
contained within paragraph 5.1 of the report, which should be amended to refer to 
planning application 60512 “land west of Nadder Lane, South Molton”. 
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The Project, Procurement and Open Space Officer highlighted the following: 
 

 The Council had been working with South Molton Football Club to identify a 
suitable site which was available on the open market and was flat for the 
relocation of the club. 

 The land was located near to the new Primary School at Limers Lane, South 
Molton. 

 The relocation of the football club had been identified through the Local Plan 
and the North Devon Playing Pitch Strategy. 

 
In response to questions, the Project, Procurement and Open Space Officer advised 
the following: 
 

 South Molton Football Club had tried to purchase other pieces of land in the 
past, but had been unsuccessful as these were usually purchased very 
quickly and the club had missed several opportunities. 

 A private buyer had put an offer on the table to the Football Club who agreed 
that the buyer purchase the land until such times as the Football Club had 
sufficient funds to purchase off of the buyer.  There would be no uplift in the 
amount that the Football Club would pay to purchase the land from the private 
buyer. 

 The Local Plan identified that South Molton needed a new sports hub. This 
was originally due to be located at the rear of the Secondary School.  In terms 
of pitch allocation, South Molton Rugby Club had secured a new pitch at the 
rear of the Secondary School however the landowner would not release any 
further land. 

 The new site was located to the south east of the new Primary School.   

 Public Open Space included pitches and built recreation.  The Leisure Centre 
was pay and play.  South Molton Football Club and the running club would be 
the legal owners therefore any hire or usage would be managed by them. 

 It would be managed through an open membership through both the Football 
Club and the running club.  The grounds would not be open to the public.  
This was the same arrangements for other clubs such as rugby clubs. 

 Maintenance of the pitch would cost approximately £9,000 per annum. 

 A scheme for the site had been prepared but was not yet in the public domain.  
The planning application had not yet been considered by the Planning 
Committee. 

 The Club was working with a conveyancing solicitor.  A legal charge would be 
placed on the land registering the Councils interest.   

 
In response to questions, the Chief Executive advised that public access would be 
considered as part of the planning permission process. The section 106 funds for 
this project had been specifically collected for built open space.  By opening the 
grounds up to public access would result in the pitches being damaged.  A full 
scheme would be submitted detailing the expenditure for the project.  

 
RESOLVED that £60,525.92 be allocated to South Molton Football 
Club towards the purchase of their new site at Limers Lane, South 
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Molton. 
 
RECOMMENDED that Council vary the capital programme by 
£60,525.92 and that funds be released, subject to a Funding 
Agreement upon such terms and conditions as may be agreed by the 
Senior Solicitor, for external projects. 

126.   NORTH DEVON+ BREXIT FUNDING 
 

The Committee considered a report by the Chief Executive (circulated previously) 
regarding the funds received from the Government to assist in preparations for 
Brexit.   
 
The Chief Executive highlighted the following: 
 

 Discussions had taken place with Torridge District Council regarding North 
Devon+ regarding the provision of a support package to be rolled out to 
businesses in Torridge and North Devon areas.  Small to medium sized 
businesses would be targeted. 

 Torridge District Council (TDC) had already agreed to contribute £30,000 to 
North Devon+ to deliver the Brexit package of support. 

 TDC had retained some funding awarded by the Government to use for work 
being undertaken with the shellfish industry.  North Devon Council (NDC) did 
not have any schemes which the Government funding could be used for. 

 North Devon+ would use the existing business support networks such as the 
Chamber of Commerce, Federation of Small Businesses to deliver the 
support to local businesses. 

 As there were more small to medium sized businesses located within the 
NDC area, North Devon+ could be requested to support more businesses in 
the NDC area. 

 
 
 
 
In response to questions, the Chief Executive advised the following: 
 

 The Government funds awarded to NDC was ringfenced for Brexit 
preparedness and could not be used for other purposes. 

 Councillors would be advised of any appropriate events planned for 
businesses.   

 Business grants were administered by NDC.  North Devon+ provided general 
business support and had provided 10 business support packages to date. 

 
In response to questions, the Head of Resources advised that the Government grant 
was awarded in three tranches of £17,500.  There was a need for the support to be 
provided by one organisation to avoid duplication of work.  There were significant 
higher number of businesses located in North Devon compared to Torridge District 
Council area. 
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Councillors Prowse and Worden declared personal interests as Directors of North 
Devon+. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
(a) That a maximum of £52,452 be provided to North Devon+ as 

grant funding in order for North Devon+ to deliver the Brexit 
support package, funded from the Provision for Brexit 
earmarked reserve; 
 

(b) That a report on the success of the programme be brought 
back to a later Committee; 
 

(c) That a letter be written to the MP for North Devon requesting 
that she lobby Ministers to avoid a no deal Brexit especially as 
our employers were reeling and closing due to Covid 19. 

127.   RECOVERY PHASE FOR NORTH DEVON'S LOCAL ECONOMY: 
UPDATE 
 

The Committee received an update from the Head of Place regarding the recovery 
phase for North Devon’s local economy.  He outlined the work that was being 
undertaken with partners from the public and private sector as part of the group 
“North Devon Futures” which also included Torridge District Council and that a virtual 
meeting would be taking place this week.  The Council was also working in 
partnership with Devon County Council and the Local Resilience Forum on the 
recovery process for both northern Devon and the whole of Devon.  Further work 
was being carried out on the application to the High Street fund.  The Chamber of 
Commerce had arranged a webinar on Friday for businesses with MPs.  Officers 
were contacting businesses who had not already applied for a business grant to 
encourage them to apply.  North Devon+ were receiving referrals from businesses 
for support.  A weekly newsletter would be produced to be sent to businesses which 
would include the support being provided by North Devon+.  The Council had 
recently undertaken a survey of busineses which had received 520 responses.  The 
responses were currently being analysed.  The Council was working with the 
Government on funding that had already been awarded to renegotiate terms and 
completion dates.  The Council was seeking to achieve transformation through the 
growth agenda and was working closely with Devon County Council Local Enterprise 
Partnership. 
 
The Committee requested a copy of the presentation to be forwarded to all Members 
for information via the Weekly Information Sheet. 
 
The Chief Executive advised that the most important aspect was the recovery of the 
economy and that there was an opportunity for the Council to lead on the recovery 
phase.  The Head of Place was in the process of preparing a draft plan which would 
be circulated to all Members within the next week and that an informal Council 
briefing would then be arranged. 

128.   TARKA LEISURE CENTRE 
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The Committee considered a report by the Contracts Delivery Manager (circulated 
previously) regarding the Tarka Leisure Centre. 
 
The Contracts Delivery Manager highlighted the following: 
 

 Construction of the new Tarka Leisure Centre was due to start in July but 
before works commenced a planning condition needed to be discharged.   

 To discharge this condition, a statement was needed from the Council as 
landowner that the existing leisure centre would close prior to the new one 
opening.  It also needed to confirm that any new use within the existing leisure 
centre would require a separate planning application. 

 
In response to questions, the Contracts Delivery Manager advised the following: 
 

 At the last project meeting with Parkwood and the builders it was confirmed 
the new leisure centre was still scheduled to open on 1 February 2022.  This 
date could change following lockdown, but at present the building programme 
was not effected.  

 A new interim contact had now been signed with Parkwood Leisure for the 
current leisure centre until the new leisure centre opened.  The interim 
contract arrangements prevent the contractor from closing the existing leisure 
centre for any length of time before the new one opens without a very good 
reason.  It was not in the contractor’s interest to do this and it’s intended the 
existing centre would close before the new one opens.  

 
The Chief Executive confirmed that the current arrangements in place were clear in 
that the two facilities would not be open at the same time. 
 

RESOLVED that the existing leisure centre close prior to the opening of 
the new leisure centre and any new use within the existing leisure 
centre be subject to the approval of a separate planning application. 

129.   NORTH DEVON COUNCIL'S PARTICIPATION IN THE UK 
RESETTLEMENT SCHEME FOR REFUGEES 
 

The Committee considered a report by the Head of Environmental Health and 
Housing Services (circulated previously) regarding participation in the UK 
Resettlement Scheme for refugees. 
 
The Head of Environmental Health and Housing advised that the Council had 
participated in resettlement through endorsement of Community Sponsorship and 
these schemes have been successful. 
 
In response to questions, the Head of Environmental Health and Housing advised 
the following: 
 

 There were no revisions to the dates contained within table in the Briefing 
Paper. 

 The funding had not been announced for each person for the next year. 
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 The Council would seek to lease properties through private sector leasing.  
Two units would not have an adverse impact on the local housing market.  
Other support services needed to be commissioned. 

  
RESOLVED: 
 
(a) That the Council pledges to secure two properties to 

accommodate new arrivals of refugee families under the local 
authority managed resettlement scheme in this area in 20/21; 
 

(b) That the Council pledges to support a further four Community 
Sponsorship schemes, and gives delegated authority to the 
Head of Service for Environmental Health and Housing, to 
determine applications in consultation with the Lead Member 
for Housing; 
 

(c) The Council pledges to secure up to two properties per year to 
accommodate refugee families under the local authority 
managed resettlement scheme in this area post 20/21, subject 
to:  
 

 (i) Government confirmation of the numbers of people and 
associated funding.  
 

 (ii) The Council’s organisational capacity to undertake this 
responsibility. 
 

(d) That the Council’s ongoing participation in the Devon Syrian 
Resettlement Governance partnership be approved, which 
was administered by Devon County Council. 

130.   PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDERS DOG CONTROL 
 

The Committee considered a joint report by the Environmental Protection Service 
Lead and Senior Solicitor (circulated previously) regarding Public Spaces Protection 
Orders Dog Control. 
 
Following concerns raised by the Committee, the Chief Executive advised that if the 
Committee were minded to defer the consideration of the consultation proposals for 
one month there were still time to carry out the consultation as the existing cover did 
not run out until October.  This would give the opportunity for further consultation to 
take place with Councillors. The controls also operated in other areas such as play 
areas and there was a need to be sensitive regarding controls on beaches.  It was 
anticipated that this survey would receive the most responses that the Council had 
received. 
 

RESOLVED that the consideration of the report be deferred for one 
cycle to enable the opportunity for further consultation to take place 
with Councillors regarding the wording of the proposed questions and 
that Councillors be requested to feedback to the Environmental 
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Protection Lead within the next two weeks. 

131.   URGENT DECISION TAKEN BY THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

The Committee noted the urgent decision that had been made by the Chief 
Executive in accordance with paragraph 3.48, Annexe 2, Part 3 of the Constitution 
(circulated previously) regarding the response to the South West Inshore and South 
West Offshore Marine Plan. 
 
Chair 
The meeting ended at 12.47 pm 
 
NOTE: These minutes will be confirmed as a correct record at the next meeting of 
the Committee. 
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